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$$ &WMINCE the Name firſt came abroad into 
* 8 N the World, many have been at a Loſs to 
3% e know what a Methodift is: What are the 
W. K. of Principles and the Practice of thoſe, who 
are commonly called by that Name; and 

what the diHinguiſbing Marks of this SECT, awhich is every 


where ſpoken againſt. 


2. And it being generally Fi that I was able to 
give the cleareſt Atcouiit of theſe Things (as havin 
been one of the firſt to hem that Name was given, —. 

thePerſon by whom ths reſt were ſuppoſed to be directed) 

I have been called upon, in WI matmer of Ways, and with 

the utmoſt Earneſtneſs, {6-46 do. I yield at laſt to the 

ontinued Importunity both of Friends and Enemies: 

And do now give the cleareſt Account I can, in the Pre- 

ſence of the Loxp and Judge of Heaven and Earth, of 
he Principles and Practice whereby thoſe who are called 

Methodi/ts,. are diſtinguiſhed from other Men. 


3-I ſay thoſe auho are calledMethodifts ; for let it be well 
obſerved, that this is not a Name which they take to 
hemſelves, but One fixt upon them by way ofReproach, 
without their Approbation or Conſent. It was firſt given 
o chree or four young Men at Oxford, by a Student of 
Chrift-Church : Either in Alluſion to the antient Sect of 
Phyſicians ſo called (from their teaching, that almoſt all 

a: Diſeaſes . 
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Diſeaſes might be cured by a Specrfic Method of Diet and 
Exerciſe) or from their obſerving a more regular-Method i= 
of Study and Behaviour, than was uſual with thoſe of 
their Age and Station. »* TIE LE: 


4. I ſhould rejoice (ſo little. ambitious am I to be at. 
the Head of any Se& or Party) if the very Name might 
never be mentioned more, but be buried in eternal Obli- 
vion. But if that cannot be, at leaſt let thoſe who will 
uſe it, know the Meaning of the Word they uſe. Let us i 
not always be fighting in the Dark. Come, and let us 
look one another in the Face. And perhaps ſome of you nz 
who hate what 7 am called, may love what I am (by the 
Grace of GOD :) Or, rather what F follow after, if tba: 
I may apprebend that, for which alſo I am apprehended of 
CarzsT JESUS. 5 ö 
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The CHARACTER of a MeTmonisT, 


at . -NH E diſtinguiſbing Marks of a MeTnonsY are 
ght . T- not, His Opinions of any Sort. His aſſenting 
F. A to this or that Scheme of Religion, his 
1 any particular Set of Notions, 
is eſpouſing the Judgment of one Man or of an other, 
Ire all quite wide of the Point. Whoſoever therefore 
pagines, that a Merbodiſt is, A Man of ſuch or ſuch an. 
Pbpinion, is groſly ignorant of the whole Affair; he miſ- 
kes the Truth totally. We believe indeed, That all 
Scripture is given by Injpiration of GOD; and herein ue 
e diſtinguiſhed from Jews, Turks, and Infidels. We 
elieve the written Word of Gop to be the only and /ufi- 
ent Rule, both of Chriſtian Faith and Practice; and 
Werein we are fundamentally diſtinguiſhed: from thoſe of 
he Romiſh Church. We believe Cax15T to be the Eter- 
| Wal Supreme Gop ; and herein are we diſlinguiſhed 
rom the Socinians and Arians. But as to all Opinions 
hich do not ſtrike at the Root of Chriſtianity, we thin 
nd let think. So that whatſoever they are, whether right 
r wrong, they are no diffingui/ving Marks of a Men. 
2. Neither are Fords or PFrajes of any Sort. We do 
ot place our Religion, or any part of it, in being at- 
ached to any peculiar Mode c, Speaking, any quaint 
r uncommon Set of Expreflions. The moſt obvious, 
aſy, common Words, wherein our Meaning can be 
lonveyed, we prefer before others, both on ordinary Oe- 
aſions, and when we ſpeak of the Things of Gov. We 
ever therefore willingly or deſiguedly deviate from the 
zoſt uſual Way of Speaking; unleſs when we expreſs 
- Wripture Truths in Scripture Words, (which, we per- 
me no Chriſtian will condemn,) Neither do we oa 
Poe any particular Expreſſions of Sci ipture, more fre. 
' Wently chan others, unleſs they are ſuch as are more 
 Wequently uſed by the Infpired Writers themſeives. 86 
at It is as prot an Error, to place the Marks of a Me» 
i in his Hords; as in Opixions of any Sort. 
3. Nor do we dt ſire to be diſtinguilbed by Aliens, Cu/+ 
1, or Ujager, of an indifferent; Nature; Our wy > 
. 5 A 1 1¹ (8 


— 14 # 2 * 


: 
* 


does not lie in doing what God has not enjoin'd, or 


of Religion for the Whole ? Do ave then make woid thi 


does not rob or ſteal. May the Loxzp Gop: of my Fa 


| there it none upon Earth that I diſire beſide Thee I'M 
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abſtainirg from what he hath not forbidden. It does 
not lie in the Form of our Apparel, in the Poſture of 
our Body, or the covering of our Heads; nor yet ab- 
Raining from Marriage, nor from Meats. and Drinks, 
which are all pood if received with Thankſgiving. There | 
fore niether will any Man who knows whereof he affirtns, 
fix the Mark of a Mei bodiſt here ; in any Attions.or Cuſ. 
toms purely indifferent, undetermined by the Mord of GOD, 

4. Nor, laſtly, is he to be —__— laying thel 
ewhele Streſs of Religion on any fingle Part of it. 5 youl 
fay, Ves, he is; for he thinks ave are /aved by Faith-alove;”) 
I anſwer, you do not underſtand the Terms, By Sal. 
wation he means, Holineſs of Heart and Life. And this 
he affirms to ſpring from True FaiTy Alo. Can 
even a nominal Chriſtian deny it ? Is this placing a Pary 


Law thro Faith? Gop forbid] Yea we etabliſh the Law) 
We do not place theWhole of Religion {as too many do, 
Gov knoweth) either in doing no Harm, or in doing 
Good, ot in uſing the Ordinances of God. No, nor-i 
all of them together; wherein we know by Experience: 
Man may labour many Years, and at the End have nc 
True Religion at all, no more than he had at che Begin- 
ning. Much leſs in any one of theſe; or, it may be in 
n Scrap of one of them: Like her who fancies herſelf; 
virtuous Woman, only becauſe ſhe is not a Proftitute ; oi 
bim who dreams he is an Hane Man, merely becauſe. hi 


thers preſerve me, from fach a poor, ſtarved, Religion a: 
this! Were this the Mark of a Merbodift, I would ſooneſ 
chuſe to be a ſincere Jew, Turk, or Pagan. 
3. What then is the Mart? Who is a Methodiſt ac 
gorting to your own Account?“ J. anſwer: A Methedi/t i 
one, who bas the Love of GOD ſhed abroad in his Heart, bj 
the holy Che given unto him One who love tbe Lon! 
$:130D qvith ail bis Heart, and with: all his Soul, and au 
all bis Mind, and wwith all his Strength. Gov isthe Joy 
bis Heart, and the Deſite of his Soul ; which is conflans 
ly crying out, I bom have I in Heuwen but Thes;” 6 


Gop and my All! Thou art the Strength of my Heanll 
and my Portion for ever!“ | 


= 
Ip | PI 


A 
6. He k. thetefbreHhappy th San . wayShappy, ar * 
ing in kim a Well of Water, forin>ing. n imb ever. 


ing Lift, and overflowing his Seu! vith Pract and Foy: 
nid Love having now ' caft cut Fear, he rejoices Buty-' 
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nks, er. He rice in4be Logb alivays, even in Gov bis 
ere vier And in the Father, Prong ons Los D Jews 
F bath now rear futd the Acpemmns.. 
Cuſ. wing found Redemption thre” bis Blood, ib Forgive 4 
OD Sins, he cannot but rejoice, Whenever he looks back 
the the horrible Pit out of 'which he is delivered, When 
you ſees all bis Tran/greſſions blotted out as a Claud, und bis 
ve -quities as @ thick Cloud, He cannot but rejoice, when- 
Saler he looks on the State wherein he now is, &ziup 


1 iſed freely, and having Peace with-GOD,. through our 

abs; CRRISsT. For be that belieuth . 
ines of chis in N Being now the Son af GOD + 
ib; becauſe be is a Son, GO hath ſint farth the Spirit ; 
his Sen into his Heart, crying out; Abba, Father ! And 'Y 


AW, | 
y do We Spirit igelf beareth Witneſs wwith: his Spirit, that bt is & - 
loing 51, Gov. He rejoiceth. alfo, whenever he looks. 


rward in Hope 4 the Glory that ſhall be revealed : Vea, 
i, his Joy is full, and all his Boneg cry out, Bled be 
e NC Gop and Father of: our Lorn $5008 DEALT, ao -.- > 
n-. Nrerding to his abundant Mercy, hath begotten tne again 10 ; 
living Hape an Inheritance incorruÞtible, unde- 
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elf Wed and that fadeth not away, reſerued in Heaven for me. | 
e; 0 7. And he who hath this Hope thus full of [nmorta- - 
iſe h, in every Thing giver Thanks : As knowing that 7575 ; 


vhatſdever it is) z« the Mill Gon in CyrisT Jg — 
W-:cerning him. From him therefore be chearfully"re- | 
Wives Al, Wyiaz, Good is. the Will of the Loan: na. 2 
Whether the Logo giveth or taketh away, - equally 14 
i ihe” Name of the Loꝶ pd. For he hath Earn in 4 


Ain i age ver State be is, therewith to he content. He kno y- 
art, Mh both how to be abaſed, and bo du to abound. Every where 
Lox id in. all Things he is inſtructed, both te be full au to be 


ngry,bath to abound and ſuffer Need. Whether in Eaſe or f 
Joy Win, whether in Sickneſe or Health, whether in Life | 
112088 Death, he giveth thanks from the Ground: of the | 
„ cart to Him who orders it for Good : Knowing that | 

q 


7 | ” every Gogd Gr 7 cometh from above,. ſo none dut vod 
Tear! come from the Father of Lights, mto whoſe Ray #4 
6. 5 | 8 he 
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- he has wholly. committed his Body and Soul, 47 in 


is written in his Heart, that Ze db l’ GOD, loves 


bis Enemies, yea and the Enemies of Gop ; the Evi 
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the Hands of a faithful Creator. He is therefore care 
e uneaſily careful) . ele As Bf 
ca all his Care on Him that careth for him, and in a 
Things reſting on Him, after making his Regue/t known 
him with Thankſgiving. | Ns NE > 
8. For a. he prays without ceaſing. Il is give 
him always to pray and not 70 faint. Not that he i 
always in the Houſe of Prayer; tho” he neglects nf 
Opportunity of being there. Neither is he always o. 
his Knees, altho” he often is, or on his Face, beforf 
the Loxp. his Goo, Nor yet is he always crying al 
loud to God, or calling upon him in Words. Fol 
many times che Spirit maketh Intercęſſion for him with 
Groans that cannot be utter d. But at all times the Land 
guage of bis Heart is this, Thou brightneſs of thi 
ROS Glory, unto Thee is my Mouth, tho' with 
out a Voice, and my filence ſpeaketh unto Thee. 
And this is true Prayer, The lifting up the Heart t. 
Gop. This is the Eſſence of Prayer, and this alone 
But his Heart is ever lifted up to Gov, at all Time 
and in all Places. In this he is never. hindered, muc 
leſs interrupted by any Perſon. or Thing. In Retitef 
ment, or Company, in Leiſure, Buſineſs or Converſation 
his Heart is ever with the Logp. Whether he lie dow 
or riſe up, Gop it in all bis Thoughts ; he walks wi! 
GOD continually, having the loving Eye of his Mine 
Rill "4g upon. Him, a NOR Him that i 
invifuole. : 58 
| A ad white he-thus always \exercifes his Love tt 
Goo, by Praying without ceaſing, rejoycing , evermort 
and in every thing giving Thanks, this Commandment 


7 i 


bir Brother alſo. And he accordingly loves bis Neighbou 
as bimfelf; he loves every Man. as his own. Soul. Hig 
Heart is full of Love to all Mankind, to every Child 
of the Father of. the Spirits of all Fl. That a Man i 
not perſonally. known to him, is no Bar to his Love: No 
nor that he is known to be ſuch as he approves. nol 
that he repays Hatred. for his Good will. For. he b 


and the. Unibankfil. And if it be not in his Power t 
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Good to them that hate him, yet he ceaſes not to 
for them, tho” they continue to ſpurn his Love, 
ſtill d:ifprtefully uſe him and perſecute him. 8 
o. For he is Pure in Heart, The Love of Gop has 
ified his Heart from all revengeful Paſſions, from 
y, Malice, and Wrath, from every unkind” Tem- 
or malign Affection. It hath cleanſed him from 
Ne and Haughtineſs of Spirit, whereof alone cometh 
tention. And he hath now put on Bowwels Mercier, 
dne/s, Humblent/s of Mind, Meekneſs, Long. ſuffering : 
What he forbears and forgives, if he had a Quarret again 
WW; ever a: GOD in CrnrrsT hath forgiven him. And 


£1 ed all poſſible Ground for Contention, on his 
nis utterly cut off. For none can take from him 
he deſires; ſeeing he loves not the World, nor any 


be Things of the World; being now crucyfed to the 
ld, ard the World crucified to bm; being dead to all 
is in the World, both to the Luft the Fleſh, the 


op of the Eye, and the Pride of Life. For all his Defire is 
God, and to the Remembrance of his Name 


b 1. Agreeable to this his One Deſire, is the Oue 
gu of his Life, namely, cr to do his own Mill, but. 
WU! of Him that ſent him, His one Intention at all 

es and in all Things is, Not to.pleaſe himſelf, but 
whom his Soul loveth. He has a Single Eye. And 


%, {uſe bis Eye'is Single, his ww hole Body is. full of Ligbr. 
Mine 2d where the loving Eye of the Soul is continually 


upon Gop, there can be no Darkneſs at all, Sue 
bale is Light ; as when the brigh: ſhining of a Candle. 
lighten the Houſe. God then reigns alone. All: 
s in the Soul is Holineſs to the Loxd, There is 
Motion in his Heart, but is according to his Will. 
Thought that ariſes points to Him, and is in Obe- 


* > to the Law of Cuxisr. Da 
"His And the Tree is known by its Fruits. For as he 
Child Gon, ſo he keeps bis Commandments. Not only 
an i r Moſt of them, but All, from the Leaſt to the 
No! eſt. He is not content to keep the whole Law, and 


2 One Point; but has in all Points, @ Conſcienet 
FO, towards GOD and towards Man. What - 
0d; has forbidden, he avoids; whatever Go 

Woimd, be dothz and that whether it be litile 
| or 
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tothe Voire of his Word. 


alive from the Dead, be yiclds them all, as Infiruments 


*- 
14 
= 3 
q T\ 
p | 
F 
| - 
| 


TIRE. 
. 0 ! 
610) 
4 . 9 27 


or grenzt, hard or eaſy, joyous or grievbus to the Fleſh} 
He runs the buys of Gob's now hg 
hath ſet tis Hear: at Lilerty. It is his Glory ſo'tq 
do 3; it ĩs his daily Crown of Rejoycing, To ds be Wil 
Sonn Earth, as it is done in Heaven; knowing | 
it the higheſt Privilege of he F G OD, ib 
that excel in Strength, To fulfil his Commandments and beavi 


13. All che Commandments of Gop he according 
keeps, and that with all his Might. For his Obed 
ence is an Proportion to his Love, the Source fro 
whence it flows. And therefore, loving Gop with a 
his Heart, he ſerves Him with all his Strength. Hl 
continually preſents his Soul and Body, a living 5g 
criice; holy, acceptable to God; entirely and with 
out Reſerve devoting himſelf, all he has, and all he 
to- his Glory. All the Talents he has received, | 
conflantly employs, according to his Maſter's WI 
every Power and Faculty of his Soul, every Memt 
of his Body. Once he yic/ded them unte Sin and ti 
Devil, as Inſtruments of Unrighteoujneſs : But now, bei 


Righteoujneſs unts GOD. 4 0 | 
14. By Conſequence, whatſoever he doth, it is 
to the Glory of God. In all his Employments of ev 
kind, he not only aims at this, (which is implied 
having a Single Eye) but actually attains it. His B 
ſmeſs and Refreſhments, as well as his Prayers, all fe 
to this great End. Whether he fit in his Houſe 
Walk by the Way, whether he lie down or riſe up, 
is promoting in all he ſpeaks or does, the One Bafin 
of his Liſe: whether he put on his Apparel, ot labo 
or eat and drink, or divert himſelf from too waſt 
Labour, i all tends to advance the Glory of God, 
Peace and Good-will among Men. His one inva 
ble Rule is this, Yhatſoewer ye do in Word or Deed, 4 
all in. the Name of the Loa p jus us, giving Thani 
GOD and the Father by him. by 
15. Nor do the Cuſtoms of the World at all hin 
his running the Race that is ſet before bim. He kno 
that Vice does not Joſe its Nature, though it beco 
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r fo faſhionable ; and .remembers, That every Man 
s ve an Account of himfelf to GOD. He cannat 
re, even follow a. Multitude to do Evil. He can- 
7705 e. 2. Day, * 15 mate P oy; Pew 
s there cannot lay 2p Tre 
Earth, no 1 A be can take Fire into his 
om. He cannot adern hinyel, If (on any Pretence) with 
or cofth apparel, he cannot join in, or countenance 
Dive +5 th which has the leaſt 'Tendency to Vice 
any kind. He cannot beak Evil of his 8 
wore than he can lie, either for Gon or Man. He 
not utter an unkind Word of apy one; for Love 
rs the Door * his Lips, He cannot ſpeak iale Fords > 
corrupt Communication ever comes out of his Wot 
| that which 75 not good, ta the Uſe of Edif Hing, not 
Wo miniſter Grace to the Hearers, But 17 bing: 
ure, vbbatſeever Thin ** lovely, whatſoever: 2 
juſtly gan Report, he thinks and ſpeaks, and 
ths Goſpel of wer Lord Jeſus Chriſt in-all T. hings.. 
% 5 as he has Time, e ages good unto all Men; 
8 Ngo and Strangers, Friends and Enemies. 
that in every pale kind; not only to their 
ies, by feeding the Hungry, cloat hing the Naked, 72 
hoſe that are Sick. ar in Priſon; but much more does 
abour to do Good. to their Souls, as of the Ability 
ch Gon giveth : To awaken. thoſe. that fleep in 
h; to bring hoſe Who are awakened to the a aton⸗ 
Blood, hat be Fuftified by Faith, they may have 
e with Gop, to provoke thoſe who have Peace 
Gov, to abgund 1 in Love and in good 
ks. And he is willing to end and be. pent Fig 
ta be offered up on 2 Sacrifice and Service of thin 
ſo they may all come unto, the Meaſure of the Stature 
ae 7 CHRIST. ö 
. Theſe are the Principles and Practices of aur $2, 
are the Marks.of a true Methodi/. theſe alone 
hoſe. who. are in Deriſion ſo called, ae to be 
pviſhed from other Men. If any Man fay «© Wh 
are only the Common, Fundamental rinciplea 
briſtianity,! ” T hou haf laid: So I mean; this is 
ry Fruth; I know they are no other; and I 
| to. God both thou and all Men knew, > 
a 


2 vi all who Shen, wy Jan do BENS 7 
fuſe to, be. diſtinguimed from * Men, by any b 
the comanon 'Pritciples of Chri tianity.. The Plai 
Old brigianit kat I, teach, renouncing and dethi 
Ing all other- lacks of Diſtinction. Aud whoſoever] 
What I preach (let. him be called whac be will; fl 
Names change not che Nature of Things). he is 
Hans not in Name only, but in Hear, and. in Li 
He is inwa 1 2 ly and outwardly coriformed to the Wil 
of Gov, as revealed in the written Word. He think 
ſpeaks, a and lives according to the Method laid do 
In the Revelation of Je. Chript. His Soul is renewe 
after the Image of Gov, in Ri hteouſneſs and im 3 
true Holineſs. And having the Mind that was in Chrij 
he ſo walks as CHRIST alſo walked. 
18. By theſe Marks, by theſe Fruits of a living Fai 
Yo we la to #iffingui/h.ourlelves from the ©unbeli 
Ing. World, from all:thofe whofe' Minds or Lives 
not according to che Goſpel of Chrif. But from Re 
Chriſtians, whatſoever" Denomination they be, *y 
earneſtly deſite not to be diſtinguiſhed at all: N 
from any, who ſincerely follow after what they knof 
175 have not yet attained. No : whoſoever doth the W 


F my Father Which is in Heaven, the ame js n 
rother, and Siſter and Mother. And 1 beſeech y 
Brethren, by the Mercies of Gop, that we be i in 
wiſe” divided among ourſelves. Is thy Heatt' rig 
as my Heart is with thine? I aſk no farther ON 


Ik it be, give me thy Hand. For Opinions, of Tern 
let us not deftroy ihe Work of Gov. Doſt thod 10 


d ſerve Gop ? it is enough. I give thee the 
and of Fellowſhip. If there be any Coiiſolatia : 
Chrift, if any Comfort of Love, if any Fellowſhip 
the Spirit, if any Bowels and Mercies: Let us 7 
ther for the Faith of the Goſpel ; walking worl 

of the Vocation wherewith' we are called; with 
Lowlinefs and Meekneſs, with Long- ſuffering, f 
bearing, one another in Love, endeavbu⁴ůĩLEg to- ke 
the Unity of the Spirit, in the Bond of Peace: Rem 
bring, there is one Body and one Spirit, even as we 
called with one Hope of our Calling: One Lord, One Fa 
One Baptiſm ; One GOD and Father of All, who is al 
| * and thro All, and in you All ! * 
7 84 4 2 8. 
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